HOMES

BUILT

ALI.CHANGEARCHITECI' NICK MIDGLEY’S HANDS-ON
APPROACH TRANSFORMED A TINY YORKSHIRE COT\'AGE ~
INTO A CONTEMPORARY HOME SHARONDALE

REPORTS. PICTURES BY SIMON HULME ’ .

ek Mldgley' sGVis. me,” sa yleck He boughtthe house nine
. certainlyim ~ yearsago after a block viewing, whexe =
. andincludes deslgnlng would-be buyers were gueuing
. everything fromstriking  door of the two-up two-down.
. one-offhomesto “There were lots of people there,
Apple’sLondon HQ, but it needed such alot of work that
but it took a tiny mill _ mostof them were put off. 1 knew e
worker's cottage in Yorkshire to really test  straight away: what I wanted to do withit. I
his mettle. went down the planning officeat -
Nick tooka hands-on appmach 8.30am on Monday morning and by
when tackling the renovation of the 18th ~ 10.30amIputan offer on the house.”
century property in Rastrick and did Dark and damp with no heating, there
everything from the plans tothe , was a sitting room, corridor, a
plumbi separate kitchen and a small

ing.
b 1t's been a fantastic leammg curve for bathroom and toilet downstalrs
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LIGHT AND AIRY: The uld sittil
features kitchen doors fmm Howd

“Iknew the space could be ;
changed and re-designed. I could also .
see that there was space at the side foran
extension thatI could do ata later date,”
says Nick, whose radical design squeezed
every last inch of useable space out o
cottage. . o
The cellar is now a laundry-boil
and the sitting room and corridor are .
now one large living space. He sacrificed
asecond bedroom upstairs to create a
double height dining area wi
plan kitchen. '
The stone slate roof ahovetheki chen
was replaced with a glassand a
roof and new windows and roof lights were
installed throughout the house.
Upstairs, the two bedrooms ~
‘replaced with a bathroom and oneand
 halfbedrooms — one bedroom for him and
i erClaJreMthastudwallh‘ldmga‘
ing area for their sons Gabnel nine,
d Lucien, three.

* The end of the corridor leading to the
bathroom is now a study area. “Our view

"de5|gn is 21st century,

'was that we wanted the living space to

feel large and roomy and the bedroom the Cottage S h IStQTIC

space was secondary. We make do for
now knowing we can extend the property

character is intact.

sideways to create two more bedrooms,”

plumbmg,plas ermgahddamp pmoﬁng

~ tothe joinery, window fitting and
- underfloor heating, Ixaﬂ:st]ob

‘which were then grit blz

“The only thing we didn’t tuuchwas the

stone roof because thathad been done

- afewyears before and the tlmbexswere

&sxgnls 21st century,
c characterls intact.

~ from eBayand is cupboards and kitchen

blend ofH lens, Ikea and

~ His thriftand hardworkhave paid off.

15 £65, SOG_and he_spent

and!usexpenence %ﬁ“’%

. Even though the square footage
~ hasn’ mcreased the once
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THE first tasks were to open up and
remove all the old lime plaster from
walls and cellmgs' to expose the
structural repairs needed.

‘With the ceilings down aﬁnekmgpost
truss was revealed in oak and chestnut.
We carefully pulled everylastnaxl out
and everything was grit
wuebmshedbyhandmthaﬁnalspray
 ofa preservative/anti-fungal/anti insect
liquid before the wood was oiled. ~

We used materials that give‘oﬂ no
vegetable or water-| based productsto
‘minimise potential health irritants,

to, as our little boy’s chronic asthma

- must havelified thel

it blasted and then

something we are now pleased we sulck .

wluchwehave over-| boardedwnh

reclaimed pith pine to the fridge:

mthehvmgmomwaﬂsandtheEﬁxsft :
slabs of stone in the fireplaces, where
; memareholsforposungbarsﬂu'ough .

to support hams for smoking.
Thetoughfolkwhvbmltﬁnehonse :

mpectforthelr ard graft has grown
up,webmke otworeoutthreerota.ty
s and two

by natural wood and stone with no

oils. We followed this right through

to the sealant we used on the stone,
sadlymany of the these productsare
from Europe and not manufactured
mtheUK,Gennanyhasmuchmore .
comprehensive rules on materials
and theu substance partsso it’sworﬂl

whole of the little cottage.

We wrapped up the walls and roof
inside with a multi-layered superquilt
| insulation of one inch thick plasuased
foiland spun p , whi
the damp > and draughts getting thmugh
the two-foot thick stone.

‘With four or five quarries and mines
down the side of the Calderdale Valley
behind the house, everything possible
in the house seems to have been built
out of stone. From the stone staircases,

has improved tenfold being surrounded

nylon foam-based carpet, resinvarnish,
paints, solvent-based glues and finishing

g their -

'Ihegromdﬂoorswereexwvatedand -
damp-proofed and deep slabs of 120mm
insulation, concrete infill and underfloor
heating pipes were threaded through the

fan/hood is blastmg away. We: got oneof
the most powerful units from Italy which

1s also the quietest.

Forgettheexpenseufﬂ:eglass and
stainless steel hoods that have to be

- dustedand polished, think about

purchasmg another wall cupboard

_ unitand hiding the extract in this, it

disappears from sight givingaless

industrial feel to the kitchen andusually .

the heavi solid cupt

: constru ondeadens thefannmseeven

. usedapmfessm kitchen designer

‘were able to design
ed for a tight space..

~ exactly
 Ifitted the kitchen and fou.nd budget

 ofmyco

produce good value super's sound and

- The hghtmgls allbyluwenergylamps. .

Having repaired drains and

~foundations, wrapped up the structure

and brought in new light, the house i is
ready for its next 200 years of! Tife.
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dark, pokey property now feels
pacious and light thanks to a
host of ingenious architectural
solutions. .
“It's a microcosm of everythingIdo and

: every detail and every little trick I've learnt

over the years,” says Nick “I know how
to design and I've always understood the
construction process but this project has
taught me a lot more.
. “It’s taught me howlong a job can take,
rbut mostofall it's taught me about cost,”
says Nick, who is now planning his side
extension, which wxll create a double-

 fronted property.

. “Thatwill be built as a near Passiv Haus
constmcnon of deep wall super insulated

timber frame wrapped up in local

reclaimed stone and slate,” he says.
“Itwill show how truly modem living and

 build techniques can be cost effectively
fintegmted into our stock of period cottage
1lin

EXPOSED: A gas fire covered a bricked up
open fire that Nick has exposed, top. The
original fireplace Nick found during the work.

‘www.yorkshirepost.co.uk




